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TO 


THE BAPTIST CHURCH AND CONGRE- s 
GATION OF PENNEPEK, 2: 


Who are now deploring the loss of a: juli- 
cions, evangelical and sympathising Pastor, 
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His amiable and only surviving daughter who lameyts the 
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removal of one of the most prudent and tender fathers, | 
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NUMEROUS MINISTERS AND MEM. 
BERS OF THE PHILADELPHIA | 
ASSOCLATION. , 


(Se 
1 , 


Who have long known and justly approcia\ the © 


falents and virtues of the deceased, 


"The following discourse is affectionately dedicated, 


By their friend and servent,. 
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Or the nature of the emotions with which 


you, my brethren and friends, have come upto the ]. 
house of God, on this occasion, LI can easily.adge. 


o&& than 


kr and 


The 1oss of your venerable pastor who, for 
half a century, has in this place found his fl 


his Fabitation, you cannot but deplore. He has been - 


a preacher to most of you all your days. Yaz have 
een in him, a father's anxiety for your welfare,;3 fath- 
er's exultation in your prosperity. You loved hi; with 
a filial attachment. "Fhe chasm which his death has 
created proves the wide extent of his talents and use- 
fulness. Assure yourselves that the whole Pkiladel- 
phia Association share with you in your afflictic 'The 
cry of multitudes will be heard throughout onggUnion 
as the tidings of his dissolution reaches them © a great 


man is fallen in Israel.” I wish you not suddenly to 


wipe away your Sorrows. There is a time to=yeep; 
snch a time is now yours : yet let not your distress 'as- 


s1me the tone of complaint. I would lay before you 


Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.. * For: 
after he had served his own generation, by. the will of 
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God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and 
Saw Corruption: but he whom God raised again saw no 
corruption.”” 

'The passage is a part of a short but comprehen- 
sIve and eloquent sermon, delivered by Paul at Anti- 
och in Pisidia,. Himself and Barnabas went, on the 
Sabbath, into the Synagogue. Its rulers, after the 
reading of the law and the prophets, ent to them the 
request that if they had any word of exhortation to the 
people to deliver it. Paul arose. He beckoned with 
his hand to engage attention. He prefaced his great 
design by stating the privileges of the Hebrew nation. 
He shewed that the God of the Universe was theirs ; : 
that he had chosen their fathers to be his peculiar peo- 
ple, that he had exalted them in Egypt and with a 
© high arm” had brought them hence : that after suf- 
fering their manners in the wilderness, he haddestroy- 
ed the nations in Canaan, and assigned them, by lot, 
inheritances there. He blest them with judges until 
the days of Samuel, and when their pride and unbelief 
demanded a king he gave them first Saul and after- 
wards David: 4 to whom also he gave testimony and 
said, I have found David the 80n of Jesse, a man after 
mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.” From 
David Paul zuddenly rises to David's Lord, © of this 
man's seed hath God according to his promise raised 
unto Israel, a Saviour Jesus.” He $shews that of this 
divine Messiah, John was the forerunner and the Jews 
the murderers. *# But God raised him from the dead.” 
This fact he confirms by the evidence of competent and 
numerous witnesses and by adducing three memorable 
prophetic passages from the old testament. © It is 
written in the second psalm thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee.” Christ was indeed a son and 
called such before his resurrection from the dead. If 
his resurrection were the cause of his s0nship, he begat 
himself, for to bimself his resurrection is frequently 


ned if Soom 


ascribed; and if $0 his sonship were orly figzmtive, 
both of which inferences are absurd. By hi rising 
from the dead he was + declared to be the Son of God 
with power,” and as with princes, their coronation day 
Is frequently regarded as a natal one, $0 the reaarrec- 
tion of Christ, the first step of his glorious exe: ation, 
was like the day of his illustrious birth. * I wagl give 
you” aid Jehovah < the ure mercies of David;z”” but 
these faithful, these covenant mercies require to be rat- 
ified by the rising of our Lord from the dead, + I he 
were yet in the sepulchre what evidence wot the 
church possess that these © mercies*” were ure.” 
« He saith also in another psalm, © "Thou shalt not 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” Now it is 
evident that in the resurrection of Christ, the hely one 
and the just we must look for the accomplich nent of 
the declaration: + for David after he had serz#d bis 
own generation by the will of God fell on sletp and 
was laid unto his fathers and saw corruption: | but he 
whom God raised-again saw no corruption.” How di 
vinely does the character of Jesus rise on our obmerva. 
tion when contrasted with the most eminent ole: testa- 
mentsaints., He is the chief among ten thonee and 
altogether lovely. 

"Our text places before our view, 

I. The good man living, A” 

IL. The good man dead, and = 

HH. Supplies considerations which mes con- * 
s0le and edify the minds of his survivors. 

1. The good man living is a man of activity.” He 
Serves his generation. 'The genuine principles by 
which men are influenced to a philanthropic COUz3e Are 
to be found in the gospel of Christ Jesus alone. ZMen 
in a state of unregeneracy are servants of s1n. "Six "ers 
lusts and pleasures are their element. Personal gratifi. 
cation is the prime law of action: but diving grace 
transforms 1ts subject into a seryant of obedience: unto 
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zightconsness. The real convert loves the Saviour 
and enters with delight on the tasks be assigns him. 
He cheerfully combines his exerlions with his fellow 
saints in whatever tends to the honour of Jehovah and 
the best interests of men. 'Fo be © a servant of God,” 
« a servant of Jesus Christ”” was the glory of the pa- 
iriarch, the prophet and the apostle and, it is his. 
While thousands are intent on their individual fame, 
or ease, or apulence, with Paul he can say * none of 
us liveth unto himself.” 

'The obligations we owe to God for the mercies 


- With which he hath crowned us loudly call for our ex- 


ertions on the behalf of others. Has he <shined upon 
us by the lustre of his grace, it is that we may reflect 
on others the sacred effulgence. "To this we are invited 
by the deplorable condition of 'men around us. On 
every side we bebold the ignorant in need of our in- 
structions and the impover rihed -of our heneficence. 
Human misery has a claim upon our sympathies and 
human guilt, depravity and danger upon our endeay- 
ours to exhihit the character and gospel of Jesus. And 
this is to he done, not only with the fervency of pious 
e lation but with the superior eloquence of a ho- 
ly life. 'The example of the Lord Jesus powerfully 
constrains the true heliever te live for others. The 
Son of God assumed our nature, honoured the divine 
law, endured the most bitter sufferings and was finally 
cat off but © not for himself.” It was for © the gen- 
eratiou of thy children”” Great Father of Mercies, that 
thus be acted, that thus he suffered. 

QUur text suggests the idea that a good man may, 
in some cases, be introduced to a sphere of usefnlness 
vast and important. He may serve not a small circle 
only, but a whole generation. In a circuit thus ex- 
tensive it was the happiness of David, the prophet 
and sovereign of Israel to moye. He is characterized 
as * a mighty and valiant man, and prudent in matters, 
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and a comely person, and the Lord was wy = 
He relieved a whole nation from- the most distressing | 
apprehensions, by the slaughter of Goliah in the valley, 
and heard the song of the women out of all the 2ities 
of Tsrael © Saul hath slain his thousands and avid 
his ten thousands.” He had resolved on building'a na- 
tional edifice for holy worship, and though informed by 
a prophet that the Lord had reserved this. honour for his 
80n, he prepared nevertheless © with all his wzght”? 
for the house of his God, © the gold for things:30 be 
made of gold, and the ilver for things of silveF>and 
the hrass for things of brass, the iron for things of i iron, 
and wood for things of wood: onyx tones and $tones 
to be set, glittering stones and of divers conn and 
all manner of precious stones and marble s in 
great ahundance.”” He also gave to Solomon the rn - 
& that he had by the spirit” of the whole edifice. 1t 
was reserved for David to complete the conquest of - 
Canaan. He reduced the unsubdued inhabitants to 
the condition of bond-seryants, s0 that the Israelites 
found them thorns in their sides” no more.:* He 
brought the Jewish worship to a state of perfection 
before unknown. He was the sweet psalmist of Israel, 
and composed a hook of divine odes for the service of 
the sanctuary, which has long been a source of instruc- 
tion and consolation to the Church of God. S* 
The honour as well as the toil is great to b&em- 
ployed in a wide range of public service. Statesmen 
and heroes are/sometimes $0 occupied, It is theirs | 
'The applause of listening senates to command, 
'The threats of pain and ruin to despise; £ 
To scatier plenty o'er a smiling land, = 
And read their history in a nation's ayes. © 
Such was the lot of the excellent Washington. | The 
discoveries of Columbus, who gave to the kingdoms of 
Castile and Leon a new world, of Newton in sCtonice, 


and of Jenner in medicine have gerved the whole 
B 
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of man. 'The church of Christ to its latest generations 
Shall cherish the memory of Wickliffe and Calvin, of 
Luther and Zuinglins and their companions in zeal 
and danger, who: were instrumental in pouring on the 
benighted nations of Enrope the lustre of the Refor- 
mation. Evangelic poets, and faithful hisforians are 
blessings to their own generation and to sncceeding 
ages. 'Fhe writings of Poole and Henry, of Edwards and 
Gill, of Owen and Charnock, of Doddridge and W atts, 
with those of many other eminent divines, have already 

 beenofextensive use inthe world, and will probably be 
read by the friends of revealed truth until time shall 
be no longer. Missionary institutions and Bible socie- 
ties, are serving: Whole generations, 

But though the comprehensive idea we have mention - 
ed may from the text be deduced, the more obvious 
and direct ' sense conducts us to a view of our. own 
mortality. . It is the part of God alone to continue the 
same from generation: to- generation. 'The general 
frame of nature compared with the life of man, posses- 
ses a kind of eternity. + What profit hath a man of all 
his labour which he taketh under the «un? One gene- 
ration passeth away and another cometh, but the earth 
abideth for ever.” '"Fhe creatures continue to fulfil the 
offices, for which, by their great Former they were de- 
signed. The sun ariseth and the sun goeth down and 
hasteth to the place where he arose.. 'The wind goeth 
toward the south and turneth about unto the north; it 
whirleth about continually; and the wind returneth 
again acording to his circuits: All the rivers ruw unto 
the: sea; yet the: sea is not full: unto. the place from 
whence the rivers come, thither they returr again : but 
as for man he seryes his own generation,” and then he 
departs hence and is no more seen. How different 
the general appearance society presents now, from that 
which it exhibited a century ago. Fields are cultivated 
by new labourers. Navyies are commanded by other 
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Adwirzls, and armies obey the.voice of other Gene! 
Scepters are grasped hy other hands, and councs 
«enates filled with other, patriots, Pulpits are jCCuPi- 
ed by other ministers ; other deacons. are seen :2f the 
table of the-Lord administering the holy element$; and 


It is an interesti fact that our deceased father,” Dr. 
Tones, lived toattend the funeral of the last of the} 
hers, Who constituted this church at the time 
Settlement . ; 
Woe ourselyes, my brethren, are passing aw ay, Fs 
the waters we fail and as the cloud we yanish. 'The 
decree of heaven concerning each individual is #:Just 
thou art, and unto dust thou sbalt return,” The: 7 | 
and diseases we experience premonish us of th 
proach of a dying hour. Our fellow men are falling 
around us, and w hole [nations entombed, are waiting 
undal with them. we mingle, Our children as they: rise 5 
hefore us teach us/that we ourselves are falling, **jke 
as the opening of spring in one hemisphere ASSUMES US 
of the approach of winter in another. O let us 0 ; 
come and improye- the admonitien + whatsoeyer: thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there 1s no, 
work, nor adyice, nor wisdom; nor knowledge i ib the 
grave whither thou goest.”” | | 
The good man serves his generation * by the vill 
of God.” The will of God may he referred ty his gely 
purposes, and plans relative to the Government oLthe | 
Church, and the world. "Fhis, divines seem w-br mn 
calling his. secret will,,, according to the counse? ;of _ 
which < he worketh all things.” In this view en 
may. fulfil the designs of heaven. not only without {oy 
intention, but .eyen \ while gratifying the most malign tint 
aversions to.. the. divine. character, and governm :at. 
When against the. holy child Jesus * hoth Herod; id 
Pontius: Pilate with-the gentiles and. people, of Izmel 
were.gathered together,” it resulted only mn accomplish. 
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ing what | the hand and counsel of God «determined 
before to be done.” When the ten horns, * shall hate” 
the harlot, referred to in the book of the revelation of 
John, ++ and shall make her desolate and naked and 
$hall eat her flesh and burn her with fire,” amid the 
indulgence of furious passions and implacable resent- 
ments, they are but executing the plans of Jehovah. 
«For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and 
to agree and give their kingdom unto the beast, until 
the words! of God $shall be fulfilled.” 

If stgrms and tempests mar not heaven's design, 

Why should a Borgeas or a Cataline? 

The man who fears the Lord, enjoys the pleasure 
of reflecting that he is not merely performing a part in 
the process of events which shall inevitably terminate 
in the glory of God; but that the career he pursues 1s 
well pleaving in the sight of Him, whose perfections 
he reveres and whose commands he loves. When the 
divine Majesty has ends to accomplish, he can neyer 
experience deficiency as to means. All hearts and all 
energies are at his disposal. He calls, as he did 
Pavid from the field, and pours his anointing oil on 
wiomsoever he pleases. He determines the bounds of 
our habitations, and assigns onr stations and our duties, 
in the revolutions of his providence, as may best corre- 
Epond with his sovereign purposes. 'The dispensations 
of his hand are better expositions of the measure of 
talent we posess and of the sphere of usefuluess in 
wich we can most profitably move, than the partiality 
of self love or the affection of our kindest brethren. 
Is poverty our lot? Does the storm of persecution 
rage against ns? Are billows of sorrow rolling over 
our heads ? 'They are permitted of the Lord, and we 
« serve the will of God,” * while patiently we resign 
ourselves to his government and humbly expect and 
solicit the supports of his grace. Does he bless us 


Mt 


— 


— 


* See 1 the margins] reading. 


>_> 


— 13 ;— Sd 


with presperity, or elevate us to spheres oFaction, 
highly important, and responsible, we are encyuraged 
to avpe, while his fear is before us, that he willzzrevent 
our table from becoming our snare, and proportion the 
measure of his spirit, to the degree of our |/bours. 
When seventy elders were appointed in the «4mp of 
Israel, no new accessions of energy from the L&Y were 
necessary to qualify them for their office. Moyes him- 
self had received sufficient, and to convince }fm that 


changed, or wished to change his station. x5 of 
The will of God may intend the exhitFijon he 


— 


*his will.” | Rom. 2. 18. « Not every onee? Says 
Jesus, «that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shatz' enter 


into the kingdom of heayen, but he that deth the 
will of my father who is in heaven.” - The'tpostle, 


addressing the Hebrews, prays that «< the God F peace 
would make' them perfect in every good wores to do 
his will.” Our need of instraction from heaven to 
assist us to avoid that which is evil, and to erform 
that which is [good, is evident from the fallen c:adition 
of mankind.| Our understanding is feeble” and in 
darkness. Not 'only barbarous nations, but :51 
have been in! a high degree civilized, destitatg” of di- 
vine revelation, have practiced rites the most Þloody, - 
and offered to their idols, worship the most z$1p 
absurd and yisionary. Their Philosophers 4&3 1i 


. . Wt . 
or nothing towards the remoyal of the unive;zal vail 
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>” of moral. ignorance. But. the information. which: is 
g0ught for in-yain in the volume of nature, abounds in 
the pages of inspiration. Fhese present us with a tes- 
tament complete. Nothing may be taken from it, 
nothing added. It is == for satisſying the inqui- 
ries of. every humble sonl, Such is its perspicuity 
that it shines as a light ** in a dark place” and such 
its efficacy, that in the hands of the good spirit of our 
God it. can make *wise the simple.” Here the youth and 
the aged, the philosopher and the unlettered, the 
magistrate and the people, the minister of the sanctu- 
ary and the flock of . his charge may learn © what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 
It remains the standard of truth, and the touch-stone of 
conduct, . 

/ Well might David - be. said to have served his 
generation by the will of the Lord. "The scriptures 
were his delight. Read his 19th. psalm. After intro- 
ducing to; our view the great orb of day in all his 
morning MAEnrREenee, he points to the law of the Lord. 

ng 


as diffus} viner lustre, and as kindling superior joys, 
In. how great a, yariety of lights does the pious prophet 
appear in; relation to the. word of his God in his 
119th. psalm.- In one; verse. we hear him declaring 
vw" its excellency, it is © hetter than thousands of gold and 

| 81ver; in. another offering his gratitude for a blessing 
" 80 invaluable <*seven times a day.” Now he prays that 
1 he may be enlightened to hehold, and directed to keep 
the statutes of the Lord, and now he-resolves © before 
kings” to publish them, In one part of the psalm he 
bids eyil doers to depart from him, and in another 
avows himself the companion of such, whose sense of 
the value | of the divine precepts, resembles his own. 
At one time. he pronounces the blessedness of the man 
that keeps the law of the lord; at another & rivers of 
waters” ran down his-eyes for the mistaken men who 
keep it not. | His feelings sometimes appear too large 
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for ntterance, «0 how T love thy law, it 18 "; TP" 
tation, day and night.” 

Make this blessed volume, my brethrey) your 
daily counsellor. Pernse it with care, medita::yon its 
contents, and implore the teachings of the Holy "Hhost, 
that you may be sanctified by 1ts truth. D\.qarting 
from its holy examples and precepts, you ma-ginjure 
and mislead your generation, but you W 111 by u&means 
Serve it. y 

While the private Christian cherishes the: Jesire 
that his life may be regulated by the divine testi:ihnies, 
ministers of the. rospel Should he peculiarly-;xareful ' 
that the doctrines they teach be thence derre5}. If 
they speak not according to these, 1t is © becant there 
is no light in| them.” By A atudbiocd attention to the 
revealed will bf his God, it was the aimof your:fop art- 
ed friend and pastor to govern his 'conduct-34 the 
world, and from thence he deduced the numerexs and 
instructiv e discourses, with which you have 8ofre&uent- 
ly been edified and delighted. His work is deze, he 
has fallen asleep and he sees corruption. Come let 
us contemplate | 

2. The good man dead. "The term corrupticy evi- 
dently refers to the reduced, and putrifying conEtjon of 
the body in the grave. T he phrase seeing corr-ation, 
is a figurative mode of speaking and intoratos dat It. - 
1s actually experienced and undergone. 'This wast be 
understood in| relation to the body only. Th&mind 
of man is incapable of dissolution. "Fhe existeaxze of 
the soul, after the death of the body, was the bejef of 
the beat informed of the heathen world; it is \ndeed 
the general sentiment of mankind. Our nature with all 
its powers Is repugnant at the idea of annihilati;a, al- 
although its continuance be but temporary. The hu- 
man 8oul is a spirit. Man cannot kill it. 1t « 2a as 
easily exist without alliance with a body, as can -aigels 
in heaven. Sanctified by divine grace it is on | 
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for celestial glory, for which, until, the resurrection 
Shall have taken place the body is not. If the soul of 
a saint be prepared for heaven and heavenfor its recep- 
tion; the love of God for his people and his de- 
ight to make them happy, and to have them near him, 
forbid the melancholy supposition that the same house 
of darkness in which the body is sepulchred, shall con- 
tain the mbbler spirit tov. Lazarus at death was borne 
by angels to heaven. 'The soul of the malefactor who 
hung by the side of the suffering Messias passed from 
Calvary to Paradise. Stephen, in death, commend- 


ed his spirit into the arms of the Lord Jesus. « If 


our earthly house of this tabernacle were-dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” —For s believer to depart is to 
be with Christ. Absent from the body, he is present 
with the Lord. The Redeemer < died for us, that 
whether we wake, orsleep, we'should live together with 
him.” "The mode of a saint's existence after death 
shall be new, but it shall als» be happy. Delivered 
from all evil, qualifled for the enjoyments and servi- 
ces of heaven, blest with the presence of Jesus, the 
80ciety of cherubim, and the spirits of the just, and as- 
sured of the perpetaity of their blessedness, the souls 
of the righteous in glory are calmly waiting * for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body.” 

But while the soul is triumphing in heaven, the 
body corrupts in the grave. It returns to the earth 
whence it was taken. How humbling an idea to hu- 
man pride! A shroud shall soon 'inyolve those limbs 
now vainly beantified with all the arts of dress. The 
hearse and the coffin shall soon become their carriage, 
and their mansion. The possession of the rich man he- 
come diminished to the mere dimensions of his body, 
and in place of his gay companions he finds only de- 
vouring worms, and fellow dead. In the grave © the 
prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the 
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oppressor. 'The «mall and great are there, and 
servant is free from his master.” It is a: 
darkness, as darkness itself: and of the bran of 
death, without ay order, and where the us M 

darkness. Fo Fr tz 


3. Considerations that may comfort ſerv. yok 


minds ofsuch, as are suffering distressing bereayz2m 
wr*-tt. Rec that the hand of God is in tht; visi 
tion which deplore. A sense differing tom the 
ular one, js $0metimes given to our text 'by#l 
the punctaation; © he fell asleep by the will v#/G6d.” 
To be offended with the sovereign conduct of hovah 
is unwise; sntely he, whose commanding gurve? at once 
comprehends| every possible consequence, m3 know 
better 'than we at what time it is proper that a:.3' | 
servants shall}die. It is useless—for who' ci: 
sifaight what) the: Lord hath made crooked. *Ft is ir 
reverent. owe it to infinite wisdom, 'poye 
gvodness, to bow to/his ispensations, and tohofour his 
name, by believing that "the judge of the who: earth 
will do right. Tt/ ney 


divine goye t \aggravates' its own: distres/vs, 
rejects ome. _—_ most 'precious cons6lations.:: ty 
the mourner and may” expect severer di-jpling, 
heavier bento to to kamble it" under «the migh- 3 hand 
| of _ 9 4 © | 


il, how happy the FR that aid di 
Rn oaths is jg Still.” | Consciiz's tha 
Jehovah =x and that his administration os [ew to 
our'most minute affairs he is enabled [to sxy + Shall 
Wereceive” at'the hand of the Lord, abs {a | 
not-yeceive evil. by «Phe Lord gave, and the'Lo 
taken away, hlessed he-the name of the Tor.” 
heathen philosbpher observed that * Men mig:<ate 
feom a: of God.”—Lat it ch) 
& A 
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hearts under. the removal of your dear Minister, that 
it hath **.seemed good” in the' Sight of your banreny 
Father. //? 

2. Remember when the” Lord calls his: servants 
away from the field of action their work is done. | Da- 
vid fell-asleep, but not until afterhe had served his gen- 
eration. The bodies of the 'witnesses were not seen 
« dead; inthe street of the great city,” nor had 5 the 
beast, that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit”” power 
« to make war. azainst, overcome and kilt them,” until 
they had finished their testimony. A minister cannot 
die, untiFhis appointed service is completed. - As to 
y_ of —_ servants of God, the period of labour 1s 
'short, enter the field, toil for a short tine, and 
are by hag as 7 woes called away. Their labours are 
assumed, and performed by other hands. The churches 
of Christ ve "aſton: thought, that men of distinguished 
and rising usefulness, could not be dispensed with, but 
the Lord has taught them that his views, lie infinitely 
deeper than ' ours. He can /act without instruments, 
which to us appeared almoestessential in certain circles, 
for the glory of God, and the” of Zion. 
The Master of the vessel will bring his people all safe 
into the he: pe Mhonny thongh to our surprize he cat 

as hafe been rowing under bim from their willing, 
| ious, and useful. (4 nm The oar was theirs, 
but his are the breezes. When good men places too 
much dependence on creatures, the - Whoitlaims 
the Gatite homage of the heart, usually removes; then: 
and where such is not the case he asserts his own..gov- 
'reignty as he pleases, It was. the pleasure. of the:s1- 
preme head of the church, to- omen our worthy pas- 
tor you-for a long e fell, not-as the 
opening flower before the s' stroke of the mow- 
er; hut-was collected as a om of corn fully-ripe.' *An 
emperor,” ang 4 « Should die-stauding.”” Dr. 
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Jones has fallen'in the service of the Lord, ant; 
Grateful that you have enjoyed his labours $0.Ong 
resigued to his removal. When the believet: like bis 
Lord can $ay, *it is finished,”* he has only to 1þive up 
the ghost.” |: 4 

3. Meditate on the nature. of dying. 1 is. ex- 
hibited in oux text under the idea of falling «2 sleep.” 
It was the promise. of God to David © when ty days 
Shall be fulfi thou shalt sleep with thy {xjhers ;*! 
agreeably to. which we- read that * be slept ith his 
fathers, and was buried in the city of David.”?, ,zOf- the 
decease of the-body, sleep is a strong emblens: The 
Lacedemonians- always placed the images 6; Sleep 
and death near each other. Grave-yards hte been 
called cemeteries, or places for sleep. Such repre- 
sentation of dying was early used under the Gift 
tament, and has- derived to itself from the 
character of the Lord Jesus, peculiar rs, wages 
the New. It is the rest of the labourer after. 
of the day. When the good man falls rae [76a 
finished his conflict with the prince of darkndYs, mm 
shall have to-wrestle with inward corruptions 1 more. 
The persecutions and sorrgws of the world, dish4yb lim 
as little as the midnight Storm, that howls Fer his 
grave. He lies still, —he is quiet, —he sleeps>—he. is 
at rest. Job 2. 42. He &sleeps * in Jesus,” Asgured 
of his love and) a member of his body. Deaths cannot 
Separate even the bodies of the saints from the Rd 
er. Their corruptible. part is as veally alliec 210 his 
mystic body, when withering in the. tomb, a? | 
when it flourished in the beauty of youth Cann, s 
shall be when he fashions it like unto his own & 
body hereafter, "Fhe sleep of the servant of Gal sup- 
poses that, from the dust of the earth, he shal <uwake : 
to die no more.* Welcome to your minds t4; 


* Mr. Parkhurst quotes 2 passage from Extius, Tis Cor. 
7.39, who says ©& sleeping is thus applied ouly to EF {hat are 
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ESEOVY by our Lord to his disciples 5 Our friend 
Lazarus x hs th.” « Blessed are thi dead that die in 
the Lord for they rest from their labours.” | 

They sleep in Jesus and are blest, 

How kind their slumbers are ; 

From s8uff” ring, and from sin releas'd 

* . Andevery hurtful snare. 

At his death the monarch of Israel was © laid un- 
to his fathers” 'This mode of expression conveys to us 
the united ideas of his decease and interment. *©+ Men 
and brethren,” said Peter, + let me freely speak unto 
you of the: Patriarch David, that he is both dead and 

. buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.” 

YT be tomb j is & http edifice. It is hewn out of 
a rock like the sepulchre obtained by Abraham for the. 
burial of Sarah. "This work of art is sapposed the on- 

ly real one remaining of the ancient Jerusalem. From 

the chambers, the niches,and the stone coffins it contains, 
we may infer, that it was the receptacle of the bodies 
of the kings. "Fhe Hebrews were ever attentive to the 
burial of the dead. Josephus mentions that when Da- 
- vid was buried by Solomon his son, immense wealth 
was buried with him; that Hyrcanus the bigh priest, 
when Jeruzalem was besieged by Antiochus, opened 
one room of the sepulchre, and took out thence, for the 


dead, and this beeanse of the hope of the xxsURREcTION, for we 
read no snch. thing of BxUTEs. This Mr. P. adds is an excellent | 
remark, for sleeping implies waking; of which the heathen poets F- 
were $0 enaitiſe. that ws en they deseribe death as a Sleep, we find 

them adding the epithets perpetual, eternal or the like, in order 


to express their own gloomy notions, and to exclude the idea of iN 
| von s from this sleep of death. 2 
| us Mosehns Idyl. 3. 407. calls death 4 
« Ofie long, eternal, unawakened Sleep”. j 

So Catullus, 


Nox est perpetua una dormienda. 
We sleep in er ng night. 
Let us adore the heaven] r who reveals a resurree: 
tion, and has brought life 4g mmertatity to light, 
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invader,. threw dhonennd talents; and; that ifirod the 
king opened another room, and posses5cd EN of a 
prodigious 8um. | 
In some views, it may appear of no mome! q where 

the mortal part'is lodged, when the spirit has {brsaken 
it ; yet how few are the minds that-can resist, ;&7 would 
wish to resist the tender emotions, and ataghments 
which the graves of our dearest connectior 
Isaac and Ishmael may be considered as grati$: 
desire of Abraham, when they buried him i Fo 
of Macphelah, where reposed the ashes of Sarah his 
wiſe. It was the united voice of natural affe;{jon and 
faith, which Joseph beard from his dying pare} ; bury 
me not, I pray thee, in Egypt; but Lwil 10] 
fathers ; and thou $halt carry me out of 


>» +4: 
bo 
-+- 
3 


bury me in their- burying-place.” 1 will he , only 


add, that the remains of your dear pastor,  aj+sleep- 
ing by the side of those of his affectionate fe and 
children, and surrounded by the dust of -uch is were 
once, the happy people of his anxious charge.” /:In the 
game silent ground, you are already anticipatinggesting 
places for yourselves. y.- 

It is remarked by Dr. Fuller, on the detjcase of 
Abraham, that «evenin the grave, it is naturak fo wish 
to ass0ciate with those whom we have known at loved 
on earth, and till more in the world to come.”- May 
not the eathering of a saint to his fathers, -1nv ve in it 
the welcome idea that he has gone to mingle Yith the: 
spirits of the just in heaven. Many of you hive be- 
loved parents or children ; brethren and sisters;'/in the 
flesh and in the Lord, already 1 in glory. Have not 
your hearts been $0othed as you stowod weeping over 
their clay, that in a-little time you and they;zhould 
meet again. Indulge the delightful idea. S$5ow to 
their invaluable _ you, who: fear thet;Lord; 
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lasting habitations. They have their father's name in 
their foreheads, and in a little time the same characters 
$hall be een resplendent on yours. Wander to-day, 
no longer among ' the tombs. Rise with me in your 
meditations. Behold your deceased elder among the 
elders before the throne! See him walking in white 
with his” spiritual children. He is your associate on 
earth no more ; but he has now for his companions, 

apostles and prophets, martyrs and angels. He has 
fought the good fight, and you have reason to believe 
is wearing the crown of righteousness. Instead of be- 
_ his grave with incessant tears, exylt for the 

victory he has obtained, and press toward the mark for 
the prize of your high calling. 

4. Another source of comfort, and indeed the chief 
the human heart can desire, is presented in the text. 
« He whom God raised again saw no corruption.” Tt 
is true the Lord Jesus died ; and this was necessary to 

lete his character as Mexsiah, and that as the great 
sacrifice he might present an atonement for sin. 'The 
evidences of his death are so numerous, that they are 
scarcely exceeded by those of his resurrection. He was 
hidden from human view, three days and nights, as 
was Jonah in the belly of the whale when © he went 
down to the bottoms of the mountains, and the earth 
with its bars” were about him. The body and the spi- 
rit of Jesus were divided from each other, but neither 
for a moment was separated from the divine nature 
that assumet them. "This last idea is happily illustra- 
ted by an excellent old divine. «© A man draws a 
knife, and holds the knife in one hand, and the sheath 
in another. 'These are now separated from each other, 
but both are joined to- him that holds them. "The hu- 
man $oul ani body of the Redeemer maintain a mys- 
terious, but intimate and indissoluble union with his 
divinity. So the bodies of believers remain united to 
Jesus, in consequense of the vital union enjoyed with 
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him. With; our ideas of the grave, let us fe irize. 
the / consideration that wi 

There the dear flesh of Jesus lay, ha 
And left a long perfume. 


But be saw. no corruption, | 
God raised up.,, An angel whogse counten ; 
like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: while 
the earth. was trembling, and . the keepers” of the 8e- 
pulchre, became-as- dead men, rolled back. the+ stone 
from the door, and sat upon it. The conquers}; came 
forth... : He shewed himself to Mary, to Salozr) and 
their, pious female . adherents. 'T'wo disciples;* ebeld 
him-on their way/to Emmaus. [The name of 6x2 was 
Cleopas;' perhaps the modesty*of Luke, preveny, pd bis 
stating that himgelf was the other, Peter was hynour- 
ed with a'sﬆight of the Lord, as, were-also the et>7en as 
they sat aaa At one time he shewed himsylf to a 
== disciples who were fishing, and at another, .\ina 
mountain in-Galilee, to five hundred brethren at 
Forty days after his resnrrection, his Gaciples, 
him to the foot of Bethany, while with lifted haz Y 
blessed them, 6aw him ascend in, a cloud, as a.*wn"to 
the babitation of his father, a pricst into the hothjst- of 
all; a conqueror/to his triumph, anda Sovereign, ts ts 7s 
everiasting throne. He has taken possession.of 
en.on the. hehalf of his people, and is Prepa In, 
sions for their n eption. Tok 


. We 
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tions, by insinuating that the «tory of the reSUFTCC. ban 5 
a mere fiction. vo 1 strong were, the. prejudices © {5 
| of Chyi: 
nothing $hort, of\the moxt Satisfactory Ele N | 
risingagaiu of their master, could have eubdued;tem. 
Who had an equal interest with themselves, had Chris 
deceived them, in confessing the deception ?:, Fen 
who had lived geveral years.in-the family of our. } hyre 
were,of all others; best qualified-to.jdentify his pe*tc 
Their number was too great, their 'testimony took: 
% 
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7% invariable and constant to sufter the mind to 
admit the possibili of their being im . Other 
places instead of ors ike” etfods thn imme- 
diately after the pretended event, other investigators 
than the parties immediately concerned, ies glow- 
ing with ' camity, keen in intellect and' charged with 
murder would by deceivers have been -chosen. Con- 
Scious : raſh would have extinguished the flame of zeal. 
Country after country would never have beer visited, 
and defamation, torture and death, never have been 
defied in 'the support of a position known to be-false. 
Examine the characters of these excellent witnesses. 
In vain you attempt to discover the weakness of credu- 
lify, of the extravagance” of enthusiasm. "Their wri- 
5 and cermons are manly sense,” and their lives in- 
:  anU benevolence. Ak the gnards of the sepul- 
þ clire, kn ts of their chief priests if A c testi- 
y be false? Receive their answer, in the fabricated, 

10 prepe tension, that his' diseiples came 
ﬆole him away, while the eoldiers were ons. 
They ﬆole Him! Why not" '8nY, they «tole the "body? 
<4. adverearies were conscions he Wved, and in real- 
"In their falshood 'itself, -confess him 46 have risen. 
&y never $0 much as pretend to investigate the fact. 
TR? Knew it Effodcalk "The ovine s Uegcent 


sf the Spirit at the feast of entecost; ta erform- 
ing miracles, and speaking with ton Lo wo the irr- 
neible influence of the gospel on thi henfts of mil. 


lo 8, proclaim a risen Saviour, '0 

"Tn the regurrection of Christ, we bebotdltyb* 
tions of God the Father honotred. -'Phe indooTO#i0f the 
Saviour, and the doctrines which he taught receiveacon- 
pn. ' 'The i or of his Sreat RY 
1s n anifested; and the wa ared for lis ascenditts 
the mediatoria] throne. -Principalities and powers are 
ang is dispossessed of its: *ting, andthe 
#scended Redeciner now W- 
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pears in the presence of God for us. With th 
tenderness, and with divine authority for us: rag es 
to intercede. | Through him, justification and Xefimons, 
and sacred protection are secured to the church's; God. 
In him, we behold the earnest and the examy: Wine the 
meritorious cause and the first fruits of the genexal re- 
surrection. For as in Adam all die, even 80 Do ind hrist 
shall all be made alive ; but very man in his owt: jarder, 
Christ the first fruits, afterw ard, they that are Ohyizt's at 
his coming. At that glorious period, the saintsshall 
bear the image. of the heav enly. "Then $shall he rhange 
our vile body that it may be faslbioned like to lisy glo- 
rious body, according to the working, whereby Je _ is 
able, even to ubdue all things to himself. TH re- 
splendence of Christ, on the mount of transliguyetion, 
and when seen in the midst of the golden candle$fycks, 
may assist our conceptions of the glory reservel for 
the bodies of the saints. No more oppressed wit, -Alis- 
eases, withering with age, or falling in deaths 4he 
shall be fit ins traments for performing the letres, 
and exalting the pleasnres of onr triumphant spirits. | 
It is excellently observed by Dr. Bates, that © #& the 
Roman Generals, aſter a complete conquest, firs, en- 
tered the city privately, and after having obtaings hi- 
cense of the senate, made their tr jumphant entry, ith 
all the magnificence and splendour becoming the grvat- 
ness of their victories : 80 after a faithful christian'ath 
ſoaght the good|fight, and is come off more than ax e9n- 
queror, he enters privately into the celestial city + chat 
when the body 1s raised to immortality ; he Shall/then 


.in the company, and with the ac clamatious of the bly 


angels have a-glorious entry.” "Then shall be broaght 
to pass the saying that is wr itten, « death is &wallawed 
up in victory.” In hope of this joyful resurrection;} 
mortal part of your venerated pastor, is now restin 

To yon, who, with the deceased have been $0 ia | 
ſamiliar, attempts to present an outline of his chay? he. 


ter, m might appear unnecessary, but it is agreeahÞ:to 
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our nature, to possess the picture of a friend, when 
the original is lost. He was born at Cefen y Gelli, 1 in 
Battus* parish, Glamorgaushire, January, 14th. 1735. 
and came with his parents to America, two years after. 
He received his af anbrere: at the college of Philadel- 
phia. He graduated a bachelor in the arts May 18th. 
1762,and three years aſter received his master's degree. 
In the year 4786 he was presented with the honorary 
degree of doctor of divinity from the University of 
Rhode Island, and also from the College of Philadel- 
phia. On the 8th. of January, 4763, he was ordain- 
ed pastor of the United Churches of Pennepek and 
Southampton. Seven years after he resigned the care 
of the Southampton Church, and became entirely 
gyours. Upwards of fifty one years, he has been your 
Fwilling servant in the Lord. 
In early life, he was viewed by all his friends, as 
exhibiting indications of a mind of no common strength. 
On his conversion to God, the Bible became his delight. 
He lovell to read bis New Testament, in the original 
Greek, and often spoke of the fidelity, and force of 
the Welkh translation. With the Latin classics he was 


very familiar. His extensive knowledge, and unde- 


viating prudence rendered him the oracle of his neigh- 
bourhood. 'The numerous offices, which as a cit- 
izen, a christian, and a minister he at one time held, 

appear almost incredible. Dr. Jones served his gene- 

ration for many years in the tuition of youth, He wasthe 
judicious and affectionate friend of young men, whose 
views were directed to the ministry of the word. Many 
who were conducted by him into the fields of literature, 
have been eminent in the charches, and have left ns 
for the kingdom ahove, Among these are the venera- 
ble names of Philip Eaton, William Van Horne, 
Enoch Morgan, and James Drake. Dr. Allison of 
Burlington, Peter Smith of Ohio, Henry Toler of Vir- 

gina, are too well known among you, and have for 
t60 many years, shone as lights in the church, to ren- 
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der necessary any description of their character.” They 
were each his pupils. S-veral of our younger: ninis- 
ters, particylarly our brethren Brown and Shyypard, 
Jones and Iennison, owe much of their present {;- (qi 
ty for usefulness to the instructions which ikgy re 
ceived, at the feet of the deceased, - 

It is a 8ubject of regret that Dr. Jones; wrote 
80 little, for publication. "The few. productiihs he 
has issued, ess no common merit. His seriypn on 
the covenants preached before the Philadelphia-y$s0ci- 
ation is equally original and energetic. Its op ct is 
to demonstrate, that the stipulations of God witzgnan, 
instead of implying in their formation any kind o72qua- 
lity, between the creature and himself, are w/ the 
nature of solemn commands. They are rules'ef hn- 
man action, not reciprocal treaties hetween mil and 
God. 'The system of discipline compiled at we re- 
quest of the Association, will long preservre his ;; ame 
among the Churches. His centenary Sermon preach- 
ed at the instance of that venerable body, $UP-ies a 
Specimen of his accurate and comprehensive ob; wati- 
on of every event that appeared promotive Ml the 
cause of Christ Jesus. Himself and his colleague: th the 
service, the Rev. Dr. Allison, compiled a Selection of 
hymns, highly esteemed and in many of our Ohijches 
exclusively adopted. "Fhe literary attainments)p our 
departed friend, qualified him for standing high !»\ the 
catalogue of aseful anthors. His correct aquairiiance 
with the mathematics, supplied him with the h+tit of 
reasoning closely and well. Familiar with mafural 
ohilosophy in all its branches, he was able to enfxrtain 
his friends with the experiments 1t suggests. bb his 
was ever done, without the ostentation of 'pedan py or 
the pride of conscious talent, 

In the pulpit Dr. Jones was always grave... - His 
snbjects were judiciously chosen, ably discussee; ts. "and 
agreeably varied. His language was plain: to he Wller- 
stood was his chief aim, "vet s0metimes towards: the 
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conclusion, of, his sermons, /- as his heart kindled, 

he would swell. into the charms ofa powerful and 
impressive eloquence, His arrangement was ever lucid. 

| Frequently. he defended the t doctrines of the gos- 

| pel with that perspicuity and force, for which he was 
a s0 eminent, but his favorite, theme was experimental 
religion. Grace. ever seemed - poured into his lips, 
07 while, with flowing tears, he lamented the miseries of 
* the fall, or pointed the awakened transgressor to the 
Lamb of God. In social religious meetings, be took 
F | peculiar pleasure. 'There the sage was, in a manner, 
| lost in the little child. 

You, who were his neighbours, are sensible of the 
kindness of his heart. You saw him in possession, for 
_ half a century, of a reputation, which the foulest tongue 
Srould not; sncceed in blemishing. You saw an exam- 
F ple of rigid temperance, and unaffected modesty ; of 
" that self-government, which scarcely ever was surpri- 
zed into intemperate warmth, and of that habitual pru- 
dence, and wisdom, which commanded immediate, 
and permanent respect. His . generosity to. the poor 
minister of Jesus Christ, or to the -suppliant for aid 
to raise | a house for divine worship, was some- 
times admirable. If he cherished a peculiar regard 
for the Welsh as his country-men, it never prevented 
the flow of Christian affection to any of the followers of 
God. Few men possessed the capacity of discerning 
hearts, and developing the motives of human action, 
more than he, yet he was a stranger to the pernicious 
habits of the censorious. 

In deliberative councils, he appeared to high ad- 
vantage. 'Phe Philadelphia Baptist Association, will 
long remember how often, as by a touch, he has dissi- 
pited darkness, and unravelled perplexity. When 
difficulties ever arose in any of the churches which re- 
quired the aid of a council to remove, the pious benev- 
olence, and discriminating prudence of Dr. Jones, were 
usnally called in. 'To the constitution - of churches, 
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and the ordination of ministers in Penn 
New Jersey, he was almost —_— invi 
In the course of his pil 
he. met with sevyeral severe ſctions. 
1778 he lost three lovely children in two weeks/1 t 
of whom, his sons, 'Thomas and Samuel, the fr 
years of age, the other 10, were buried together," ir | 
fectionately fond of them he observed to aiChris- 
tian brother, | after the interment, that he was jt 
ed to find himself able to speak over their grave. In - 
his later years, his grand children were a = jarito 
so0nrce of amusement. LETS 
The Messenger death, found him enjoying * 
isfactory evidence of an interest | in Christ, an ev1 
which for fifty years had scarcely been shaken 
firm in body, he was yet sound (healthy®) i 
His sickness' was short. He was grateful to: f 
who had granted him a long life, and as it nin to 
temporal concerns, a prosperons one. He had nit fear 
of death; The atonement of the Redeemer, w:; {the 
anchor of his $0ul. <& When alone” aid he to a {t-hnd 
* 1 tune like 4 nightingale, at the prospect of dy : 2 
and on another oeccasion, © I have now finished my - 
course, and am going to rest.”” At one time, . ng 
down greatly | exhausted, he said, * See here i? 
ture of poor man.” On his dying bed he endare; * z— 
vere pains, but he never murmared. He was | Kel 
engaged in contemplation, and sensible to the: Fit. 
He appeared desirous of death, as is © the $erVt | | of 
the shadow.” I 
Death disarm'd . j 
Looses his fellness quite. '% 
All thanks to him, who scourg'd the venon?! ; 
Sure the last end of the good man is peace. 
Night-dews fall not more gently on the gre Tn 
Nor weary worn-out winds expire $0 solt. 


* See Macknight, on 'Titus 4 13. : 
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Behold him in the even-tide of life ! 

By unperceiv'd degrees he wears away, 

. Yet like the Sun seems larger at his setting : 
High in his faith and hopes, look how he stretches 
After the prize in view. | 

. On Monday the 7th. of February last, at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, he closed his own eyes and 
g00n after fell asleep. 

'Then—you, my dear friend, his surviving daugh- 
ter became fatherless. I rejoice, that you have been 
assisted to snstain the shock, with a fortitude so truly 
christian. Be thankful to the Lord, who gave you 
guch a parent, and for s01long a period. Lean on your fa- 
ther's God, and patiently wait the interviews of heaven. 

Be thankful, my beloved brethren, who compose 
this church of the Lord Jesns, for having been blessed 
with snch an under-shepherd. Laborious, faithful 
and affectionate, he inspired your confidence. You ex- 
ercised it freely, and it was never abused. Remem- 
ber him that had the rule over yon, whose faith follow. 
Copy his holy example, recollect his solemn instruc- 
tions, and prepare to meet him in heaven.—May the 
Lord assist you in the choice of a successor. 

I see in the as8embly, many of you, my aged 
friends, bitterly weeping. Methinks I hear you ay, 
as did Beza of Calvin, « Since he is gone, life has be. 
come less s8weet, and death less bitter.” I sce the 
youth all around me in tears. You are senslble he felt, 

he deeply felt for you. Consider him as bequeath- 
ing to you the sententious lines, on the grave stone of 
one of his children. Write them on your hearts ; 
.« All who live must die ; 
All who die must live, 
In endless joy or woe.” 
May you meet your minister in the judgment day, 
« with joy and not with grief.” 
Forget not, brethren, that, thongh earthly pastors fall 
asleep, and are laid to their fathers, the Great Shepherd 
continues: the same © yesterday, to-day, and for ever.” 
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